stantine   beheld   would   not   conquer    the
\yorld!

Not for extraneous associations only does
seppuku lose in our mind any taint of ab-
surdity; for the choice of this particular
part of the body to operate upon, was based
on an old anatomical belief as to the seat
of the soul and of the affections. When
Moses wrote of Joseph's " bowels yearning
upon his brother," or David prayed the
Lord not to forget his bowels, or when
Isaiah, Jeremiah and other inspired men
of old spoke of the "sounding" or the
" troubling" of bowels, they all and each
endorsed the belief prevalent among the
Japanese that in the abdomen was enshrined
the soul. The Semites habitually spoke of
the liver and kidneys and surrounding fat as
the seat of emotion and of life, The term
hara was more comprehensive than the
Greek phren or thumos, and the Japanese
and Hellenese alike thought the spirit of
man to dwell somewhere in that region.'
Such a notion is by no means' confined to
the peoples of antiquity. The French, in
spite of the theory propounded by one of
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